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Greetings!  Each year in April, I think a lot of us look forward to 
the Pacific Sail and Power Boat Show.  This year was no 
exception for us as we headed out early with our shopping list in 
hand.  But more important than the great deals that were 

available on the latest gear, was our opportunity as members of OYC to share our 
experiences with other boaters as they visited our booth at the show.  We had a great 
turn out from our member volunteers and met a lot of people who showed interest in our 
Club.  The show is behind us now, but our work isnôt done.  We have an Open House 
event scheduled for Saturday May 5th and we are hoping that some of those we met at 
the show will stop by to see our club and meet some of our members.  It would be great 
to see a big turn out from our members for the Open House and the Cinco de Mayo 
Party that will follow.  I want to thank all of those who worked one or more shifts at the 
boat show, and to all who supported Chris Bailey and her team with planning and 
coordination for this event.   Thanks again for making the show successful for OYC! 

The Winemakers dinner last month was a wonderful event from what Iôve heard. Kim 
and I were unable to attend but heard that the food and wine were amazing and enjoyed 
by everyone who attended.  Glad to hear everyone had a great time.  Is it too soon to 
start planning the next one??   

May is here!  The longer days and warmer weather mean itôs time for our Sweet Sixteen 
Race Series starting on Wednesday May 2nd, and the Club will be open for dinner on 
Wednesdays throughout the summer.   Saturday May 5th will be an ñAll Play Dayò at the 
Club!  Bring your friends and family, meet your dock neighbors, enjoy a morning paddle 
or member breakfast in the Regatta Room, join in the Holder racing, or just relax at the 
Club!  The Coast Guard Auxiliary will be offering courtesy safety inspections for your 
boat, and a photographer will be on the docks to shoot some pictures of your boat for 
our new photo wall.   We also have many other great events coming up in May like the 
Birthday Dance Party on Saturday the 12th, Motherôs Day Brunch the 13th, Prime Rib 
Night on Saturday the 19th, and the annual Coyote Point Cruise Out Memorial Day 
weekend.  Donôt forget about dinner on Friday nights as well!  This month we are also 
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planning an asphalt cruise out for those who enjoy camping!  On Friday the 18th, our 
asphalt cruisers will be headed to the Sandy Beach Campground in Rio Vista for food, 
fun, swimming and relaxing with friends.  Check our website or contact the office for 
details and signups for all these great events.     

 As always, there are plenty of opportunities to get involved in the planning and 
coordination of events, and in setting plans for the future of the club.  The success of 
our Club depends on the continued participation and commitment of our membership.   
If you are interested in volunteering for a committee, or helping with an event, please 
contact one of the committee chairs, the office, or myself.  We look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Thanks again to all of those who have dedicated so much time and effort to making our 
club great!    

Hope to see you all at the Club! 

 

    

                                                                                             
Welcome to another month at OYC, our cruising program is well 
under way and it was great to see members enjoying themselves 
at both Benicia and South Beach. Our Prime Rib night in April was 
also another successful event with visitors from South Beach and 
a significant number of OYC members, several new to the club. On 
May 16th we start our Sweet sixteen racing, with dinner also 

available in the clubhouse. All of these are positive signs of a vibrant club which was 
also demonstrated by the great support at the Boat Show. 
 

Another sign of strong member engagement is the dinghy dock, work continues to 
progress under the direction of Tom Charron & Dan along with a diverse band of 
volunteers. 
 

In May we start our financial planning for the coming year, in addition this year we are 
implementing plans for funding of the harbor rebuild. On Thursday, May 3rd, at 6:30pm 
we will hold a first meeting to discuss plans and funding options for the rebuild, if you 
have an interest in finance or business we are looking for creative ideas and solutions. 
On Tuesday, May 8th, at 6:30pm we will hold our first finance committee meeting as we 
start to review the proposed budget and assumptions for 2019. Members of the finance 
committee this year are; Flags, GM, Treasurer and members at large John Henry and 
Ron Konkle. All members are welcome to attend and observe. 
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Finally, our May Harbor meeting will be on May 10th at 6:00pm in the Regatta Room. All 
members are welcome. 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 There is a lot happening around the House. On the outside of 
the House, we have received the bricks for the Memorial 

walkway on the East side of the House. Re-grading and installation are planned to start 
soon.  
 

I would like to acknowledge and thank the Ladies Luncheon Fund for their generous 
offer to purchase new dining room chairs. The purchase has been reviewed and 
approved by the Board and the new chairs will help tie the recent Commodoreôs Hall 
updates together.  
 

Progress continues on the boat picture wall. If you have a photo of your boat that you 
would like to use, please send it to Alan Haddad.  Recommended formats are portrait 
for sailboats and landscape for powerboats. 
 

Chef Brandi Faye continues to turn out high quality creative and delicious meals from 
our Galley. The Saturday night dinners are being well attended and the monthly 
Birthday dinner events continue to be a lot of fun. I want to throw my thanks out to Nick 
Chow and helpers for the wonderful decorations for both the Winemakers Dinner and 
the April Birthday Gilliganôs Island party.  

 

Another happening around the house was the inspection 
of our flagpole and replacement of the halyard. 
Steeplejack Tyrone Mancuso scaled our flagpole and 
performed the repair on a Sunday morning and then 
joined us for breakfast afterward. Tyroneôs family 
company is one of only 8 steeplejacks left in the country. 
He is a fourth-generation steeplejack, his mother is still 
active, and his wife has also joined the family trade. With 
the repairs to the flagpole complete we will once again 
properly fly our club burgee and U.S. Ensign.  
    
Did you know that the gaff-rigged pole has its origins at 
sea? Because of all the sail carried by the rigging of the  



 

 
 
vessel, the flag of a nation could not be clearly viewed if it was placed at the top of the 
mast. The stern of the vessel was the position of command and the captainôs quarters 
were located aft. Early boats also had the noblemanôs banner, kingôs banner, or English 
ensign. As sails changed, long booms sweep across the stern rail every time the ship 
tacked, so the ensign staff had to be removed when the ship was under way. Since the 
captain and other officers were still aft, the nearest position from which they found it 
practical to fly the ensign was the gaff. Over time, this became the place of honor to 
display the national flag. When the ship was moored, the ensign staff was set up again 
on the stern rail. This was the practice during the eighteenth century when the U.S. 
Navy was created. There is no law specifying how a flag should fly on a gaff-rigged 
pole, instead it is based on longstanding nautical tradition (reference usps.org). 
 

Summer is almost in full swing. Come by the club for one of the many events, dinners, 
cruise-outs, and races. 

_________________ 
 

 

Cruise the Pacific Northwest This Summer and Meet Up with Other OYCers  

 

Thinking about visiting or chartering in the San Juan Islands this summer? 

If so, letôs meet up! 

We (Mike Bennett and Leslie Larson) will be trucking our Grand Banks 32 ñPacific Starò 
to Anacortes Washington in late June, and plan on wandering around in the beautiful 
waters of the ñInside Passageò for 3 monthsðJuly, August, and September.   



Cruise Chair -- Shari Matthews 
sharimatthews@sbcglobal.net 

We plan on cruising the San Juan Islands, the Canadian Gulf Islands, beautiful 
Desolation Sound, spectacular Princess Louisa Inlet, and maybe even further north into 
the less-visited Broughton Islands. 
If you plan on being up there during that time, please let us know.  It would be great fun 
to meet up, and maybe even buddy boat for a while. 
 

Contact Mike at mbennett@astrosociety.org, or 408-446-5297. 

 

_______________________ 
 

 

Upcoming Cruise Outs: 

 

Coyote Point Yacht Club   May 25-28 

Angel Island                       June 1-3 

Marine Yacht Club             June 15-17 

Drakes Bay Anchor Out     July 13-15 

Delta Cruise Out Week      July 29-August 3 
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Race Committee Chair -- Debby Ratto 
debbyratto@yahoo.com 

______________________ 
 

 

 

Yes, another year and another Sweet 16 Series is underway.  Our 
first race is May 2nd.  If youôre interested in racing and donôt want 
to race your boat, come on by the club around 5 or 5:30pm and 
weôll see if can get on a boat.   
 

The Galley is open for our races.  Non-racers, itôs a great menu so come on down and 
grab a bite to eat and watch some racing!  After the race, the racers were in the Club, 
filling the tables and enjoying awards, food and a libation. 
 

Perpetual Cup é   
Results through Sunday Brunch series, Rites of Spring and first Interclub race:  

¶ Dick Johnson in the lead - 25 points 
¶ Mike Maurier ï 21 points 
¶ Mike Berndt ï 20 points 

  
 

OYC Racing Results  can be found on Jibeset, on the OYC Web site and posted on the 
bulletin board in the downstairs hall.  
 

Other Racing News é      
Anyone have a story they want to tell while racing other races? 

 

Want to join the Race Committee; weôd love to have you.  Meetings are the 2 nd 
Tuesday of each month, 7pm in the Regatta Room.  
 

For additional information about the OYC Racing Program, call Debby Ratto @ 510-
390-1620 or e-mail: oycracecom@gmail.com 
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