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March ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾŜǊȅ ōǳǎȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀǘ h¸/Σ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ Řŀȅ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

the prior Friday night saw well in excess of млл ŘƛƴŜǊǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ƛǘΩǎ 

great to see so many members enjoy8ng the club and supporting our activities.  

Early April brings the annual Sail and Power show, April 4th through 7th.  IǘΩǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿ 
ōƻŀǘΣ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǿ ƎŀŘƎŜǘ ȅƻǳΩve been looking for to get ready for the summer. It is also one 
of our key recruiting events for new members, those buying a boat or looking for a home to become 
familiar with boating on the Bay. Your assistance, either working our booth or wearing your OYC Travel 
Badge can help to raise awareness of our club as we look to welcome new members. We will also be 
looking to members to support our open houses and welcome both actual and prospective new 
members to the club. If you would like to help in any of these areas, please contact Mike Bennett the 
Membership Committee Chair.  
 
Thanks to all the volunteers who in March started the process of cleaning out our trophy case, all is now 
looking bright and clean.  
 
April promises to be another busy month, culminatiƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .±LΩǎ.  This promises to be 
a fantastic experience, thanks to Wayne and Carol Martin, with over 70 OYC members and friends 
signed up.  
 
I look forward to seeing you on the Docks or around the Club. 

 
 
 
 
  



Rear Commodore Keith Dines 

rearcommodore@oaklandyachtclub.com 
 

 
 

 
To perpetuate the club, we must rebuild the harbor as it is our major cash producer.  This will entail 
borrowing a large amount of money to complete the project.  To make that happen, we need to prove 
to the banks that we can service the debt.  This gets a lot easier with higher membership numbers.  See 
ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎΧ 

 
Next month is the Pacific Sail & Power Boat Show and once again we have a booth in the exhibition 
hall.  This has proven to be our biggest recruitment opportunity the past few years running.  This year, 
Mike Bennett has taken on the responsibility of organizing the event.  I ask you to volunteer to help in 
any way that you can, be it preparing, helping set up, tear down or staff the booth for a shift and talk to 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ¸ŀŎƘǘ /ƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ  When we get these 
new members, remember to make them feel welcome and engage them in conversation.  You just might 
find a new friend at tƘŜ άŦǊƛŜƴŘƭƛŜǎǘ Ŏƭǳō ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀȅΦέ 

______________________________________________ 

  
Thanks to yet another volunteer effort, our trophy case proudly displays the best of our winning 

trophies with renewed spit and polish. They say it takes a village but, in this instance, it took a very 

enthusiastic committee, headed by Joyce Taylor, to accomplish this task with dedication and pride! The 

next time you are at the clubhouse, take a few moments to stop and admire, not just the appearance 

but the rich history that the case represents. Next steps include polishing the smaller trophies and the 

completion of a recorded history of the most significant trophies.  Owen Bottler will be compiling stories 

and photos of these trophies based on interviews with Jim Jessie.  A special shout out to Annette Davies, 

Eileen Blood-Golden, John Speakman, Cheryl Gebhart for their extraordinary volunteer efforts.  

 

All suggestions and new ideas are always appreciated! 

_________________ 

 

 



Membership Chair ï Mike Bennett 
membership@oaklandyachtclub.com 

 

We have been working hard over the last month getting ready for the Pacific Sail and Power Boat Show 

April 4-7 in Richmond.  OYC has a booth there and this show is typically the most productive event of the 

year for recruiting new members.  Happily, we have a great crew of volunteers this year to staff the 

booth and we look forward to a new bunch of prospective members to work with. 

This is where you come in.  Over the next month or so, you can  spend a few hours helping your club in 

the following ways: 

1. ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǳǇ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƴŜǿ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŎŀƭƭΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ 
list of 3-5 prospects to phone and/or email.  Make contact with them, find out if they are still 
interested in joining OYC, answer their questions, remind them about the free two-for-one 
dinner coupon they received, and invite them to attend one of the upcoming open houses in 
April and May. 

2. Volunteer to serve as a Greeter/Host/Hostess at one of the upcoming open houses.  This is 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƻǳƎƘΦΦΦΦ¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŀǊ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎǘƛŎƪŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ά!ǎƪ aŜ 
!ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ h¸/Φέ   /Ƙŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƴ-member guests, maybe show them around the club, 
ansǿŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŏƭǳō όƛǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜΗύΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
to fill out an application form. What could be easier and more fun? 

3. Sign up to join the Membership Committee.  Help to formulate our mid and long-term strategies 
to recruit and retain members.  Help to execute current and new recruitment and retention 
programs.  As a member of this committee you will be making a real contribution to growing 
and improving  
your club. 

Volunteering is crucial!  Happily, OYC has a great professional staff but the long-term growth and 

success of the club depends entirely on the efforts of its members.  If you enjoy and value your 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƭǳōΣ ȅƻǳ ƻǿŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ  ²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ 

or anȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ άǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǝǳȅέ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƻ 

ǎǘŜǇ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƘŜƭǇǎΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

you will have the satisfaction of knowing that you have made an important contribution to the club. 

To volunteer for any of the above activities, or if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions 

about the Membership Committee, contact Mike Bennett at membership@oaklandyachtclub.com. 

 

Always be sure to ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ DǊŜŜƴ 5ƻǘǎΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƭƛǾŜ 

ǳǇ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭƛŜǎǘ ¸ŀŎƘǘ /ƭǳō ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀȅέΦ 

_______________________  
 



  



Race Committee Chair -- Debby Ratto 
debbyratto@yahoo.com 

 

 

On your mark, ƎŜǘ ǎŜǘ Χ Dh w!/LbDΗ 

 

{ǳƴŘŀȅ .ǊǳƴŎƘ ƛǎ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀǎ LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǇǳǘ ǎƻ LΩƳ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

synopsis of our Sunday Brunch Series for the May issue!  However, if you 

missed the race on March 17, our Vice Commodore was there with his drone 

and created the following video: 

The raw footage is on a Google drive.  You can find it here: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12WopN2PJ8oGRvmHOnXA7KVSolOpLIXkI?usp=sharing 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12WopN2PJ8oGRvmHOnXA7KVSolOpLIXkI?usp=sharing


 

Ah, but on Saturday, March 23rd h¸/ Ǌŀƴ ƻǳǊ wƛǘŜǎ ƻŦ {ǇǊƛƴƎ wŀŎŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ theme.. 

"The goal is not to sail the boat, but rather to help the boat sail herself."   
John Rousmaniere 

 

 

 

Michael Bennett happily skippered his boat, Pacific Star, as our Race Committee Boat on Saturday, 3/23 

Rites of Spring Race. And what a great Skipper and boat for Race Committee. Thank you, Michael.  Ted 

Keech was the Principal Race Officer (PRO), running the race, running the Skippers meeting, handing out 

t-shirts and prizes and making it all work!  The Race Committee: George Gurolla and Jocelyn Nash and 

!Ƴȅ ŀƴŘ .Ǌƛŀƴ wƛƭŜȅΦ  ¢ŜŘΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ WƻŎŜƭȅƴ ƘŀǾŜ Ǌǳƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀ ǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ WǳƭƛŜ /ƘŜƴƎΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ !Ƴȅ ŀƴŘ 

Brian, are sailors and came to help and a great job was done by all.  What a team!  But, I think that they 

were all so busy that there was just no time for grabbing some pictures.  However, if anyone that raced 

has any they would like to share, send them to 5Ŝōōȅ wŀǘǘƻ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aŀȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ 

Seascape. 

 



Ted shared the racing was great with 15 knot-westerly at the start, as much as 22 knots reported at 

Blackaller, and 5-10 knots up the Estuary. All the Fleets were on course 6, 16.7 miles, because the wind 

had no north in it, and #6 was the only course that had a true windward mark. Despite starting into the 

teeth of a strong flood, most everybody finished within three and one-half hours.  The only problem was 

the OCEALYS 3 missed the finish line and sailed on up the Estuary, only to return in about 20 minutes 

and finish.  Then it was back to the Regatta Room for awards, a bit of the bending of elbows and food 

was available to racers and members alike.  As with all Rites of Spring races, participants get two t-shirts 

for each boat and the t-shirt design and theme for 2019 is found above. 

 

Jim Jessie reported that they hit something in the water, probably a whale, as several boats reported 

having seen whales.  It is certainly a concern to bump into a whale but a great experience for those who 

had the chance to see whales in the Bay. 

 

And Stay tuned é 

 

 

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS  

1ST Half: April 24; May 1-29, June 5&12 

2nd Half: July 10-31, August 7-28 

First gun at 1825 

First gun 18:25 

 



 

INTERESTING AND CHALLENGING COURSES, UTILIZING THE ENTIRE ESTUARY, BEAUTIFUL 

PROTECTED WATERS WITH MILD WEATHER 

The start/finish line will be off OYC Docks 5 and 6, and courses will round buoys between Jack London 

Square and Coast Guard Island. 

Cost: Only $135 for the whole series before 4/17/19, $145 after; $80 for half series one week prior to 

first race in the half, $90 after; and $15 ($20 race day sign-up) for each single race. Register online at 

Jibeset http://www.jibeset.net/OYC000.php?RG=T004914141, or entry forms are available on the OYC 

website under the racing tab or at the OYC clubhouse front desk. 

One design fleets of four or more entries may have separate starts. Separate start for non-spinnaker 

boats. Potential new fleet PHRF 126-150. 

PHRF time-on-distance handicaps will be used. All monohull yachts must have a NCPHRF certificate, and 

mulithull yachts must have a BAMA rating certificate. The certificate is to be for the current year or 1 

year prior. One Single Race (SR) entry per boat, per series, will be accepted without the PHRF Certificate. 

Two throw-outs allowed per half. 

Races will be governed by the Racing Rules of Sailing 2017-2020, and by YRA and OYC sailing 

instructions. 

Sailing Instructions and Course Sheets will be available no later than 04/21/19 on Jibeset, on the OYC 

website under the racing tab, and at the OYC clubhouse. Preliminary fleet assignments will be available 

by 1200 hours on April 23, 2019. Late entrants will be assigned to fleets for best fit with existing 

divisions. However, if late entries create a one-design fleet, the race committee will make every effort to 

establish a one-design start. 

Drinks and great food at OYC after each race. Prizes to top finishers in each fleet, each race and for the 

series.  

For additional information: email oycracecom@gmail.com or call Debby Ratto at 510.390.1620. Contact 

Oakland Yacht Club, 1101 Pacific Marina, Alameda, CA 94501 Tel.: 510.522.6868. 

 

OYC Racing Results can be found on Jibeset, on the OYC Web site and posted on the bulletin 

board in the downstairs hall.  

 

Other Racing News é      
Anyone have a story they want to tell while racing other races? 

 

Want to join the Race Committee; weôd love to have you.  Meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month, 7pm in the Regatta Room. 
 

For additional information about the OYC Racing Program, call Debby Ratto @ 510-390-1620 

or e-mail: oycracecom@gmail.com 

mailto:oycracecom@gmail.com


Social Committee Chair ï  
Kristiana Brown  

 Social@oaklandyachtclub.com 
 

_____________________________ 

 
 

   

Looking forward to another month of activities and events, promising something for everyone. 

Keep an eye on the weekly Blast for updates and announcements! 

Hope to see you all at the Club!  

______________________________________________ 

For information on the Oakland Yacht Club 2019 Racing Events, 
refer to the January Seascape and check the weekly Blast 



 



 



 



 
 



 



Cruise Chairs ï Dave & Michelle 
Opheim 

endlesssummer42@gmail.com 

______________________________________________ 

 

    
The Benicia Cruise Out 

By Cruise Captains, Kim and Greg Lonie 

In between stormy seas and grey skies, four hearty crews and their boats 
made the trek from OYC to Benicia on March 8th. It was a cold and wet or cold and clear, but we 
persevered! Vets Pet, Pacific Star, Makai and Oddysea had a wonderful time. Due to circumstances, 
Tango had to stay in her berth, but her crew became crew for Vets Pet. 

Friday night we had appetizers on Vets Pet, then enjoyed a warm welcome and great dinner served at 
the Benicia Yacht Club. After dinner, we all repaired to our respective boats and snuggled in for a stormy 
night. 

Saturday was spent exploring the quaint town of Benicia, eating brunch at First Street Café, and just 
generally enjoying the bright sunny weather. Saturday evening dinner was at Lucca Bar and Grill. While 
we enjoyed tƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǿŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΗ ²Ŝ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ о ƘƻǳǊǎ Ƨǳǎǘ 
ŎƘŀǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƎƘƛƴƎΗ !ǎ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŀΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊƛƴƪƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜƭǘΦ ²Ŝ 
enjoyed some after dinner drinks and desserts on Vets Pet.  

Sunday morning was a bright and early start, as we had to leave on the high, slack tide. It was a VERY 
cold ride back to OYC, but we all made it in before brunch was over! 

  


